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Conference Program  
 

Breakfast and Registration 7:30am-9:00am…………………………………………………………………… ............. Persian Terrace 
 
 
Concurrent Session #1 9:00am-10:30am  
Planning Law Update CM I 1.5 I LAW ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… . Otisco Court 
Presented by Timothy A. Frateschi, Esq.  

Disruptive Technologies: Transforming How We Plan for Mobility & Access  CM I 1.5…………… ................ Skaneateles Court 
Presented by Richard Perrin – T.Y. Lin International 

Concurrent Session #2 10:45am-11:45am 

Innovative Approaches to Water Quality Planning and Green Infrastructure CM I 1…..………………………… ........  Otisco Court 
Presented by George Frantz, AICP- Cornell University, Martin Daley- Capital District Regional Planning Commission   

Proposed Updates to State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) CM I 1 ….………………………………………. .. Skaneateles Court 
Presented by Lawrence H. Weintraub, Esq.- New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  

Awards Luncheon and Annual Meeting 12:00pm-1:45pm 
Annual Meeting – Katie Evans – President NY Upstate Chapter APA 

Awards Presentation - James Levy, AICP - Vice President NY Upstate Chapter APA CM I 1……………………… Persian Terrace 

 
Concurrent Session #3 2:00pm-3:00pm 

 
Landbanks and Housing- an Upstate Perspective CM I 1 ........... ………………………………………………………………….. .. Otisco Court 
Presented by Katelyn Wright, Greater Syracuse Land Bank 

State of the Profession Roundtable CM I 1 .........................................................…………………….................. Skaneateles Court 
Presented by Andy Raus - Bergmann Associates (Upstate APA Public Relations Officer), Darren Kempner- Niagara 
Frontier Transportation Authority (Upstate APA Director of Legislative Affairs)   

Behind the Scenes Tour of the Historic Hotel Syracuse 3:15pm 

 

 

 

 

 
AICP members can earn Certification Maintenance (CM) credits for activities at this event. When CM credits are available, they are noted at the end of an activity 
description. AICP members must be in attendance for the duration of the event in order to receive CM Credit.  More information about AICP’s CM program can be 
found at www.planning.org/cm.   

 

http://www.planning.org/cm


About our Conference Speakers 
Timothy A. Frateschi, Esq was trained as a corporate attorney at Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC.  He was a Member in the Law 
Firm of Harris Beach PLLC were he practiced in the Public Finance & Economic Development Practice Group.  He represents 
governmental, quasi-governmental agencies and Industrial Development Agencies in all aspects of municipal and economic 
development law. Mr. Frateschi is also the Town Attorney for the Town of Manlius where he represents the town in all areas of 
general municipal law, which has included labor and employment, collective bargaining agreements, creating special districts, and 
negotiating tax certiorari cases. Mr. Frateschi knows all sides of the municipal table, being the former Chairman of the Planning 
Board in the Town of Salina for nearly a decade and representing developers in front of Boards. Before resuming his private practice, 
Mr. Frateschi served as an Assistant District Attorney in the Onondaga County District Attorney’s Office. From 1997-1999, Mr. 
Frateschi served Governor George E. Pataki as the Regional Director for the Empire State Development Corporation, where he 
oversaw all state related economic development activities within Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga, and Oswego Counties. 
From 1992-1997, Mr. Frateschi was chief of staff for State Senator John A. DeFrancisco. 

Richard Perrin, AICP manages T.Y. Lin International’s large-scale planning and transportation projects across the company, and 
assists clients’ critical transportation infrastructure needs by identifying funding and implementing outcome-based management. A 
seasoned professional, Mr. Perrin served as Genesee Transportation Council’s executive director for 12 years. He successfully led all 
activities related to federally-funded transportation policy, planning, and investment in New York’s nine-county Rochester/Genesee-
Finger Lakes Region. Mr. Perrin has nationally-recognized experience in successfully creating and implementing inventive solutions 
to meet the economic, land use, and environmental needs of diverse stakeholders through transportation projects and programs. 
Having led the development of multiple long-range transportation plans, he has a keen appreciation for the role technology and 
socioeconomic shifts play in identifying and planning for infrastructure and services. He received his Master’s Degree in Urban 
Planning from the State University of New York at Buffalo and his Bachelor’s Degree from St. John Fisher College. In addition, he has 
completed the Wharton Transportation Executive Program at the University of Pennsylvania.   

George Frantz, AICP is an associate professor in the Dept. of City & Regional Planning at Cornell University and principal of 
George R. Frantz & Associates in Ithaca, NY.  He has over 30 years of experience in urban design, comprehensive planning, site 
planning and zoning.  In addition to professional practice in NY, he has worked with university faculty and professional planners in 
urban planning and design projects, and sustainable city systems in China, including the Sponge City initiative and stormwater 
management systems. He has a bachelor’s degree in Landscape Architecture and Master’s degree in Regional Planning from Cornell 
University. 

Martin Daley is the Director of Water Quality Programs for the Capital District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC) and the 
project manager for the Albany Pool Communities Combined Sewer Overflow Long Term Control Plan, a 15-year $136m water 
quality improvement program coordinated by the Commission.  In this role, Martin is responsible for supervising implementation of 
the LTCP, helping to secure grants and financing, assuring compliance, managing the day to day operations of the non-profit Albany 
CSO Pool Communities Corporation, and leading a diverse and highly skilled team of engineers, planners, attorneys, and financial 
advisers to aid in the administration of the LTCP program. 

Lawrence H. Weintraub, Esq. Since 2007, Lawrence H. Weintraub has worked in the Office of General Counsel of the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). He is the program counsel for the Division of Environmental Permits 
which administers the State Environmental Quality Review Act and the Uniform Procedures Act. As such, he has counseled the 
agency with respect to many of its major permitting and environmental reviews since 2007. Larry also represents the DEC staff in 
proceedings before the Public Service Commission and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. Before joining the DEC, he 
worked in both government and private practice with a focus on environmental and municipal law. He graduated from the David C. 
Clark School of Law at the University of the District of Columbia (formerly Antioch School of Law), and received a BA degree in 
geology from the State University of New York at Binghamton. He is admitted to the New York Bar and several Federal Courts. For 
his work on the environmental assessment form workbooks and EAF Mapper, he is a group recipient of the 2014 American Planning 
Association, New York Upstate Chapter’s Best Practice Award.  

Katie Evans has more than 14 years of local planning experience in upstate New York. Before assuming the role of the Town of 
Victor's Director of Development in 2014, Katie was the town planner for the Town of Penfield for seven years and a planner for 
Monroe County Department of Planning and Economic Development four years prior.  As Victor's Director of Development, Katie 
oversees several divisions including building, economic development, fire marshal, planning, zoning, as well as the town’s various 
consultants.  The department also provides staff support for the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Conservation Board, 



 

 

Emergency Management Committee, Local Development Corporation, and Sustainability Committee. She provides leadership and 
technical expertise for complex development projects, code modifications, and comprehensive planning. Katie has a passion for local 
government and enjoys meeting with residents, board members, developers and agencies to explain town policies and programs, 
develop solutions, and continue to enhance the quality of life for those that live, work, and play in the Victor community. Katie has a 
degree in Urban Studies, Economics and Sociology from Hobart and William Smith and has served as the President of the New York 
Upstate Chapter of APA since 2015.  Katie is also a member of Congress for New Urbanism, Urban Land Institute, and an advocate 
member of Strong Towns. 

James Levy, AICP is a professional transportation and land use planner, and project manager with 19 years of municipal, county, 
and multi-municipal planning experience. He is a Principal in Planning4Places, LLC and specializes in transportation and land use 
planning, bicycle and pedestrian planning, zoning and subdivision reviews, ordinance development, and disaster response & 
preparedness planning. Jim has two bachelor’s degrees from SUNY Geneseo and a Master’s Degree in Urban and Regional Planning 
from SUNY Albany.  He also serves as Vice President of the New York Upstate Chapter of APA.   

Katelyn Wright is the Executive Director of the Greater Syracuse Land Bank, which was founded in 2012 and is acting in 
partnership with the city and county to address a backlog of tax-delinquent, sizeable properties. Prior to her role with the land bank, 
as a planner for the City of Syracuse, Wright conducted data and policy analysis related to vacant, abandoned, and tax-delinquent 
property and led the team which developed the land bank's business model and the city's revised tax collection policy — a phased 
approach to addressing these challenges which, combined, affect nearly one in five properties within the City of Syracuse. As a land 
use planner for the City of Syracuse, she was the primary author of the land use and development component of the city's recently 
adopted Comprehensive Plan 2040. 

Darren Kempner oversees the Grants Department and will be responsible for supervising the governmental assistance 
programs for all areas within the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority. Darren holds a BA in economics/accounting from the 
College of the Holy Cross, is a Certified Public Accountant in New York State, and earned his Master's in urban and regional planning 
from the University of Buffalo School of Architecture and Planning. He received further training through the GFOA Advanced 
Government Finance Institute, the Cornell School of Industrial and Labor Relations and the Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of 
Government. Most recently, Darren has worked with the WNY Regional Economic Development Council and with Erie County's 
Department of Environment and Planning. He currently services as the Director of Legislative Affairs for NY Upstate APA.  In his free 
time Darren attempts home improvement projects, runs road races and perfects his bowling, tailgating, dancing and skiing skills. 

Andy Raus, AICP As VP, NY Buildings, Andrew leads the talented resources of the Bergmann Associates buildings practices 
groups in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Albany and Horseheads.  As a Certified Planner and Charrette Manager, his experience spans 
a wide range of project types including brownfield re-use and downtown revitalization, land use and transportation planning, 
healthy living infrastructure and large-scale water quality restoration programs. Andrew has been directly involved in project work, 
managing complex urban and regional planning initiatives. He is recognized for a unique capacity to build consensus and to facilitate 
cooperation among competing interests to define a collaborative solution. Andrew is active in his community and profession, 
volunteering on multiple not for profit and professional boards including serving on the board of Upstate APA.  He holds a Master’s 
Degree in Urban and Regional Planning and a Bachelor’s of Science in Biology and was recognized in 2009 as one of the Rochester 
Business Journal Forty Under 40. 
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